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[Abstract]

Orthography and phonological phenomena of Hangul text—
books in Enlightment Period
- Based on a different version of Chohakeonmun -

Kim, Unsol (Yonsei University),

Han, Young—gyun (Yonsei University)

This study examined changes in contents, transcriptions, and phonological
phenomena based on Chohakeonmun, a Hangul textbook for beginners written by
Margaret J. Bengel, an American Methodist missionary. This is written in Hangul and
was used as a textbook at Pai Chai College. The surviving publications are the first
edition (1895), eighth edition (publication dates unknown), and a version published in
1909 (edition unknown).

The eighth edition and the one published in 1909 contain two more chapters for
studying Hangul and four more reading materials than the first edition (1895). The
additional reading materials are one episode from the Bible and three pieces of
expository prose, all of the latter being drawn from the Shinjungsimsangsohak (1896)
and translated into Hangul. There is no difference in the contents of the eighth edition
and the one published in 1909 except for the location of Gamyeong (the seat of the
provincial government) in North Pyongan Province and some names of positions in a
text explaining the administrative district. Therefore, the publication date of the eighth
edition is estimated between 1896 and 1897.

Transcriptions of “ - ,” an anlaut “1-” and “2,” a hard consonant, a word-medial “-
2 1-” and a final consonant, and a diphthong after sibilants are transcription features
of Chohakeonmun. Chohakeonmun used only “” consonant clusters, while other
Korean textbooks written in mixed scripts and published during the same period used
“NA” consonant clusters and “H” consonant clusters. Also, there is the feature of
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writing final “=, A, X, %, &, and & as “A” instead of [f ]. Separate spellings were
mainly used, but there were some cases of double spelling and double phoneme writing
being used. The largest change in transcriptions is the change in ““ - .”” However, it is
hard to determine tendencies from this change. Finally, the 1909 edition shows more
consistent transcriptions than the first edition.

We examined palatalization, vowel rounding, vowel raising, vowel fronting, and
“2” dropping as phonological phenomena. One feature is that “=" palatalization
rarely occurred. Vowel rounding consists of both applied and unapplied forms, and
vowel fronting rarely occurred. “&” dropping appears with forms in which “=2" is both
maintained and eliminated.

[Keywords] Chohakeonmun, Hangul textbook, Enlightment Period, Phonological

phenomena, Orthography
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