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[Abstract]

A Study on Lee O—young’s Small is Better

Hong, Rae—seong (University of Seoul)

This paper attempted to understand Small is Better in detail. It analyzed the book by
referring to the achievements of previous studies. Furthermore, Lee O-young’s
consciousness before and after the publication of Small is Better was examined.

Before reviewing Small is Better, we looked at Lee’s attitude toward Japan, because
we wanted to know the background in which Small is Better was created and to
effectively guess his moves after the book. Lee did not write much about Japan, but
several of his writings showed that he was ambivalent toward Japan.

As anext step, this paper specifically reviewed Small is Better. Lee said he wrote the
book to prove himself and Korea to the Japanese. This behavior by Lee is interpreted as
an intention to overcome his ambivalence toward Japan. Small is Better was analyzed
in detail with three questions. First, why did Lee write in Japanese? Second, how did he
get the idea of “reduction”? Third, what was the way Lee actually described it? With
these questions, this paper was able to understand Lee’s thoughts on the relationship
between culture and language, how he acquired the keyword “reduction,” the power of
his intuition and rhetoric, and how he felt about Japan.

[Keywords] Lee O-young, Japanese culture discourse, A temperament to

reduction, Comparative culture theory, Ethnography
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