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[Abstract]

A Study of Tsushima Yuko's Jakka Dofuni - the Story of
Memories of the Sea
— The friendships of minorities and the polyphony of symbiosis

Jo, Young—joon (Nagoya University)

This study examines the types of characters with various backgrounds who appear in
Tsushima's novel, Jakka Dofuni, and analyzes those who cross the border and what
their dynamic state depicts. In addition, it attempts to examine the characteristics and
intersection of different groups such as the Ainu and Christians, and explore the present
meaning of this work, expressed through the friendships of minorities and the spirit of
symbiosis.

In this work, Tsushima deals with the lives of social and ethnic minorities in East
Asia, such as Koreans and black slaves, over various periods, centered on minority
ethnic groups in the north, including the Ainu, whose lives have been lost by Japan.
Each of them is on a journey, risking their lives in pursuit of their hopes in life and
individual beliefs, and relies on each other to form a community of destiny, and at the
same time, the specificity and ethnic uniqueness of individual subjects are secured.
They do not reject each other's culture and spirit, so that the traditions and worldviews
of the two disparate groups, the Ainu and Christians, coexist peacefully and in
harmony. The Ainu's songs that appear throughout the text are a sign that confirms
Chikka's identity and serve as a medium for friendship with others, and the story of her
life, which was almost left blank, is reproduced with the active and practical help of her
surroundings.

It can be said that Jakka Dofuni, which expressed the value of friendship and the
spirit of symbiosis with heterogeneous others, depicting the changes of minorities in the
modern era, is a text that provides an opportunity for deep reflection in the light of
today's international society, where the rejection and hatred of other groups is growing.

[Keywords] Tsushima Yuko, Jakka Dofuni, minority, friendship, symbiosis
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