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[Abstract]

Kim Hak—Sung's Life and Music Activities

Nam, Young Hee (Pusan National University)

The purpose of this paper is to comprehensively present the life and musical
activities of Busan musician Kim Hak-sung. Kim led the music society of Busan from
the time of liberation to the 1950s. He was active at various levels, such as a violinist, a
founder of a performance group, and a founder of a music education institution. As a
violinist, he was not confined to artistic supremacy or pursued only the values of
Western classical music. Rather, he arranged and enjoyed Korea’s songs on various
stages and tried to rediscover the value of domestic music by experimenting with
traditional Korean instruments. He was also interested in performing works by local
composers such as Lee Sang-geun and Choi Sul-moon. Kim founded the Busan
Symphony Orchestra in 1947 and established the Busan Music College, a higher
education institution for nurturing professional musicians in 1948. He contributed to the
spread of music education by compiling a collection of 100 songs for elementary school
students by weaving easy and concise songs. However, Kim's musical activity were
done during the most turbulent times in Korea's modern history: the colonial era, the
liberation period, the Korean War and the post-war period. Nevertheless, it can be said
that Kim Hak-sung is a musician who consistently practiced music based on his
extensive musical experience and extraordinary passion. Capturing the faded life of a
local musician is valuable in that it will become a material that enriches the history of
Korea's national music as it not only re-illuminates the individual musician's
achievements, but also reflects the era, region, and music society in which he lived.
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