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[Abstract]

“What is Korean Literature?”
. The literati's perception of Korean language and formation
of Korean Literature during the Liberation period

Yim, Se—hwa (Dongguk University)

The liberation period was a time when literati most enthusiastically discussed the
concept and prospects of Korean Literature. Immediately after liberation, Korean as a
standardized national language was absent, and the language of literature, study, and
thought was Japanese (Chinese writing), not Korean. The creation of Korean language
and restoration of the national language under the leadership of the U.S. military
government (the Ministry of Education) were rather accepted as a dictatorship to reduce
the extension of Korean and the possibility of language. The literati continued to
discuss the possibility of language and literature through the relationship between
politics and literature. While the image of a nation state and the role of literature were
discussed, the discussion of Korean as a literary language was a major chance to
recognize Korean literature and to form its identity.

Han Seol-ya, who thought about how to rewrite history of Korean Literature and
Kim Dong-in, who evaluated himself as contributing to Korean Literature by
introducing colloquial terms, past verbs, and pronouns from the colonial era, respond to
questions about the relationship between language and national literature. In addition,
Lee Tae-joon, who recognized the limitations of Korean language in translation as a
general problem, and Kim Ki-rim, who said the public was genius in creating new
words, were special contrary to Korean language movements developed in
monolingualism and a hierarchical language system. The diverse spectra of the literati
have important meanings as the linguistic origin or previous history of Korean literature
that had been reconstructed in the process of discussing the requirements and roles of

literature in the postcolonial Cold War system.
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