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[Abstract]

Women’s Skill « Virtue - Household management and Soul

Labor: Refletive Resrarch on the Marriage Life and Labor/Field of Yangban
Women in Chdson Era

Choe, Keysook (Yonsei University)

In this article, the details and categories of work performed by yangban women at
home through marriage during the Choson period were newly interpreted from the
perspective of labor. Through this, a discourse was made in terms of filial piety and
ethics, such as nursing mother-in-law and husband, nursing care, honorary service and
rituals, but in fact, the ‘work’ of a woman, which was (partially) replaceable with maids
and servants, was not considered labor-free labor (which was regarded as a kind of
shadow labor), and the details were re-reflected.

In this way, the ethical norms, which were called filial piety, good wife, and women’
virtue, in fact, transformed female labor into character/personality, naturalized ‘soul
labor’ for yangban women, and the practical difficulties that women performed in
marriage. It was clarified that it derived a culture that transposed over suffering into
problems of ethical language, self-discipline, and personality.

Women had to bear the triple burden of performance without questions; skill without
learning, and results without processes through work in the home. This was embraced
in the language of filial piety or virtuous wives, and the labor involved was essentially
premised on “sincerity labor” and “soul labor” beyond the level of emotional labor.

In this article, we will explain the reality of the ‘shadow’ draped in labor implicitly
imposed on yangban women in the Choson era, arguing that it worked as a basis for
rational justification. Through this, we tried to suggest an opportunity for a cognitive
transformation to rethink the reality of women’s labor.

[Keywords] Woman’s labor, Woman's virtue, Woman's rule, female yangban,
supporting patents—in—law and husband, personality, soul labor, sincerity,

respect
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