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[Abstract]

The standardization of the ‘national concept’ and the problem
of ‘multilingual = exclusivity’
—-Focus on Kautsky, Renner, Bauer and Stalin-

Jun, SungKon (Hallym University)

As Stalin’s theory of the nation became widespread in postwar Japan, the theory was
developed in a way of applying Stalin’s concept of the nation to Japan’s context. But
the fact is that Stalin’s theory of the nation was created in the temporal context
originated from Eastern Europe, and Kautsky, Renner, and Bauer played a critical role
in the formation of the concept of the nation. Kautsky recognized the difference
between the race and nation through Hamer’s thesis and learned that the nation is
related with the ideology of the modern bourgeoisie. Kautsky’s concept of the nation
was formed when capitalism was being developed, and this concept of the nation put
emphasis on the civic nation that values the proletariat, rather than the “bourgeois
nation.” Based on this, Kautsky came up with the idea that a nation equals a community
of language. In addition to Kautsky, Renner and Bauer also considered that a nation
was built in the history of the capitalist development. And they pointed out that the
theory of the nation was established while the concept of “volk” was transformed into
“nation.” However, while Renner put importance on the nation, he distanced himself
from the national community. Bauer argued for the theory of cultural community
including the working class, with an emphasis on citizens as the core of the nation, as
Kautsky did. However, the position of Kautsky, who valued internationalization, was in
confrontation with Renner and Bauer, who emphasized national culture. Stalin also
explained that language plays an important part in the concept of the nation. While
criticizing Renner and Bauer, Stalin succeeded Kautsky and defined the psychology of
languages, region, economy, and living culture on the whole as the concept of the
nation. As such, it was revealed that Stalin’s theory of the nation was conceived based
on the “concept of the nation” that appeared in Eastern Europe, and developed in
connection with the establishment of communities and the theory of the nation.
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