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[Abstract]

The Role of Philosophy of Religion in the Research of Digital
Humanities: Through the Experience of Building a Digital Archive of
Protestant Missionary Letters from Korea(1880-1942)

Kim, Jong Woo (Yonsei University)

My research experience in building a digital archive of Protestant missionary letters
from Korea(1880-1942) over the past year gave me an opportunity to recognize the
concept of “digital humanities.” However, there was a debate about the nature of the
subject, and the issue was whether it was derivative of scientism. Applying Bernard
Lonergan’s understanding, the place where the “digitization of humanistic texts”
becomes a problem of scientism lies in the reductive recognition of the “method (of
science)” and the depersonalization of the “text.” But authenticity as a human potential
makes it impossible to avoid its responsibility even when we think the digital text exists
by itself. In other words, the right question is not whether to use scientific language, it’s
the authenticity of the human being and the personality of the text. Accordingly,
resonating with the goals of digital theology, philosophy of religion intends to position
“the pursuit of authenticity for the recovery of text personality” as its role in the
research of digital humanities.

[Keywords] Philosophy of Religion, Digital Humanities, Scientism, Authenticity,

Text Personality
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