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[Abstract]

Constituting a Kantian theory of objectification

Kang, Euna (Seoul National University of Science and Technology)

The aim of this paper is to construct and advocate Kantian objectification theory.
This is done through a confrontation with Nussbaum's discussion of objectification.
Nussbaum argued that objectification is a “cluster-term,” so that not all objectification
is morally problematic. On the contrary, according to Kantian perspective,
objectification has one definition, and all objectification is, by definition, morally
problematic. The two positions are alternatives to each other in that one cannot have the
two positions at the same time. According to Nussbaum, objectification is to treat
person as an object, and, particularly, morally unacceptable objectification is
instrumentalization in a way that denies autonomy. But it weakens the power of
objectification as a moral problem by overly expanding the scope of objectification, and
is short of justification. I advocate a Kantian approach that sees objectification as a
moral problem protesting the immorality that occurred in human relations.
Objectification is not only treating humans as object, but as objects only, so that it is
always morally problematic. However, [ object to the usual Kantian interpretation that
equates objectification with instrumentalization, and argue that the core of Kantian
objectification theory ignores autonomy. I would analyze the “formula of humanit” and
consider the usual use of objectification. In conclusion, according to Kantian
objectification theory, the criterion for objectification is instrumentalization, and
ignoring autonomy ultimately justifies the immorality of objectification.

[Keywords] Kant, Nussbaum, objectification, instrumentality, negation of autonomy
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