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[Abstract]

Uncomfortable ‘Talking’ and Convenience Store, the Recovery
and Spread of Empathy
- Kim Hoyeon, /nconvenient Convenience Store (2021)

Lee, Haengseon (Kookmin University)

Kim Ho-yeon's novel Inconvenient Convenience Store was published in April 2021.
This work is on a relationship in which Dokgo, a homeless man at Seoul Station, finds
the wallet of a woman in her 70s, and the story unfolds when he starts a night
part-time job at a convenience store run by her. The homeless man is a key figure in a
moving narrative that positively influences and changes convenience stores and
people. The time background is three months from November 2019 to the end of
February 2020. What did the writer want to convey to the reader through
convenience stores? The main character learns various aspects of life, joy and sorrow
through TV with a homeless colleague after memory loss. Even in the era of
individualism under neoliberalism, society has been "talking" to its members to make
moral demands to help others in trouble. Individuals are living with the demands of
expressing their obligations and putting pressure on them. As the main character, who
was thoroughly self-centered, learns life anew after memory loss, he internalizes
some of the morality, authority, and restraint required by society, and receives help
directly from others, becoming an ethical human who gradually sympathizes. With the
moral constraints of this society, he finds and looks at the "face" of another person at
stake at a convenience store, feels responsible for the moral commands the face
emits, and eventually decides to "talk" and becomes an ethical subject to exchange
help. In this regard, "talking" was not just communication, but a social consciousness
command that encompasses empathy, assistance, and social morality, and meant the
birth and behavior of ethical subjects.

[Keywords] Homeless, Empathy, Family Breakup, Communication, Put Yourself in
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