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[Abstract]

Modern Gaze and lliness in Taiwanese Novels in the Late
Japanese Colonial Period
- Focusing on Wang Chang-Xiong's "Ben-/iu(F%) 4

Lee, Seong—Ju (Dong—guk University)

Modern science contributes to rationalizing imperial rule by recognizing
colonies as pathological. One of the images momentarily given to the ruler is a
“doctor,” and his “gaze” becomes a privileged sense to discover the “illness” of
the colony. However, in the special historical context of the total war system, a
change was inevitable in this “gaze” that had continued since imperialism began.
Correcting the gaze of seeing colonists simply as “sick people” for war
mobilization was necessary. In this process of change, more or fewer
contradictions and conflicts are unavoidable, and because of this, they had to go
through the instability of the “gaze.” One of the Taiwanese novels that shows this
well is Ben-liu (i) This paper shows how this novel narrates the changing
ideology of the time, focusing on the narrator, a former anatomist with a racist
view of classifying others. There is a strong perception that novels during the
Japanization (£1t) period are standardized literature swept away by ideology.
There is a tendency for these novels to be analyzed in a rather simple dichotomous
framework in existing studies. Still, this novel can be placed in a complex context
through the problem of “gaze.” It reveals the traces of contemporary ideology
operating at the novel's unconscious level and provides a context for comparative

research in the wider category of East Asia.

[Keywords] Modern gaze, colonial subject, Taiwanese novel,

Wang Chang—xiong, Japanization
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