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[Abstract]

A Study on the Negation and Subjectibity of Modern
Chinese ‘yiding’

Li, ShuangJian (Shanghai International Studies University)
Nam, RyangWoo (Kyungnam University)

Modern Chinese ‘yiding’ (—7€) is one of the high frequency vocabularies.
Syntactically, the position of ‘yiding’ (—E) is very flexible, so it can be located in the
beginning, middle, or end of the sentence, and can also be modified by the infinitive
‘mei (you) > (3&(F). In modality semantics, ‘yiding’ (—3€) can be divided into
‘yidingl” (—3€1) and ‘yiding2’ (—3E2). ‘yidingl’ (—E1) represents the deontic
modality, and ‘yiding2’ (—7€2) represents the epistemic modality. As a result of
statistical analysis, in the negative form ‘yiding’ (—£) ‘buyiding’ (/~—3€), ‘yiding’
(—F) tends to be interpreted as an epistemic modality. This can be explained in two
ways as follows. First, the negation of ‘yiding” (—€1) could be replaced by ‘bubi’ (4
%), and because ‘bubi’ (AM4) was formed earlier than ‘yiding’ (—3E), ‘bubi’ (AM14)
has suppressed the use of ‘buyiding’ (/N—7€). This resulted in a significantly lower
frequency of use of ‘buyidingl” (/~—7€1) in modern Chinese. Second, it is not clear
whether ‘yiding’ (— 7€) is an epistemic modality or a deontic modality, resulting in
ambiguity. The floating of ‘yiding’ (—€) causes the difference in strength of the
subjectivity in the sentence. In other words, the floating of ‘yiding’ (— ) has occurred
moving from front of VP to front of S, and the epistemic modality has been
strengthened, resulting in an increase in subjectivity. Therefore, it is more reasonable to
judge the part of speech of ‘yiding’ (— ) as a modal verb rather than an adverb.

[Keywords] ‘yiding’ (—7E), floating, negation, modal semantics, subjectivity
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